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D.r.  Gould’s  book  is  neither  a biography  nor  a critical  essay,  but  a causerie 
written  with  the  fullest  knowledge  and  insight.  Blind  neither  to  Hearn’s  defects  of 
character  nor  to  his  literary  ability,  he  judges  him  with  impartiality  and  justice,  and 
he  leaves  us  with  a profound  pity  for  a man  whose  life  was  marred  by  sightlessness 
and  lovelessness. — London  Times. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  supplements  Miss  Bisland’s '“Life  and  Letters”  by  a volume 
valuable  both  for  its  documents  and  for  its  criticism.  It  reproduces  not  a few  early 
and  neglected  specimens  of  Hearn’s  writings,  makes  epitomes  of  all  of  his  books, 
and  selects  appreciations  of  them  from  leading  reviews,  and  in  its  original  chapters 
provides  a full  account  of  the  facts  of  his  odd  career  and  an  estimate  of  his  char- 
acter and  his  literary  faculty  which  cannot  but  enlighten  anyone  who  has  felt  the 
charm  of  his  writing  and  wishes  to  reason  it  out. 

The  book  will  be  read  with  a keen  interest  by  all  who  are  curious  to  understand 
the  character  of  the  best , of  the  writers  who  have  interpreted  Japan  to  the  English- 
speaking  world. — Scotsman. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  a necessity  to  those  who  think  it  worth  while  to  study 
Hearn’s  paradoxical  personality. — The  Christian  World,  Sept.  17,  1908. 

Without  any  exception,  Dr.  Gould’s  new  book,  “Concerning  Lafcadio  Hearn,” 
is  the  most  important  contribution  to  literary  biography  and  interpretation  of  the 
year,  and  the  many  readers  of  Hearn  who  have  been  waiting  for  it  will  be  well  repaid 
for  their  impatience.  The  book  might  never  have  been  written  had  it  not  been  for 
the  errors  and  omissions  of  the  “Life  and  Letters,”  and  while  all  who  uphold  high 
standards  of  literary  accuracy  and  tactful  editing  have  regretted  the  inadequacy  of 
Miss  Bisland’s  work,  they  have  reason  to  be  thankful  that  the  author  of  the  present 
volume  was  moved  thereby  to  persevere  in  his  undertaking. 

It  will  be  obvious  at  once  that  Dr.  Gould’s  researches  into  the  life  and  ante- 
cedents of  Hearn  had  led  him  to  results  which  had  not  altogether  been  anticipated ; 
but  like  a true  searcher  for  truth  he  has  not  hesitated  to  follow  it  whithersoever  it 
led  him. 

It  gives  an  illuminating  insight  into  the  influences,  external  and  internal,  which 
combine  to  form  Hearn’s  character,  and,  in  addition,  the  first  adequate  summary  and 
epitomes  of  Hearn’s  various  writings.  Dr.  Gould’s  admiration  of  Hearn’s  inter- 
pretative and  illuminating  work  in  Japan,  and  of  the  quality  of  his  translations,  is 
warm  and  unqualified,  but  it  does  not  prevent  him  from  seeing  the  truth  about  the 
limitations  of  the  man’s  genius  or  the  defects  of  his  personal  character.  It  is  the 
elucidation  of  this  enigma  that  Dr.  Gould  set  himself,  and  his  success  will  be 
heartily  conceded. 


The  best  pages  of  the  book  are  those  in  which  Dr.  Gould  gets  away  from  the 
unpleasant  searching  for  interpretative  facts  and  deals  with  Hearn’s  style  and  with 
the  products  of  his  pen.  These  summaries  are  expressed  with  sympathy  and  beauty 
of  diction  that  will  be  enjoyed  and  welcomed  by  every  reader  of  Hearn,  and  should 
prove  an  indispensable  addition  to  Hearn  collections  in  every  library. — Public  Ledger. 

Dr.  George  M.  Gould,  of  Philadelphia,  has  at  last  been  goaded  into  lifting  the 
veil  which  concealed  the  most  unattractive  aspects  of  Lafcadio  Hearn’s  private  life. 
Now  his  admirers  know  the  truth  and  have  themselves  to  thank  for  it.  It  was  only 
when  they  undertook  to  show  that  he  was  a desirable  citizen,  clean  of  life,  and 
orderly  in  respect  of  his  daily  walks,  incidentally  branding  with  infamy  all  who 
whispered  otherwise,  that  they  came  to  grief. — Editorial,  New  York  Sun. 

Dr.  Gould  holds  that  he  is  dealing  with  a morbid  subject,  varying  widely  from 
the  normal  in  almost  every  respect,  and  seeks,  as  far  as  possible,  to  preserve  a pro- 
fessional and  scientific  point  of  view.  Dr.  Gould  is  right  in  suppressing  biographical 
facts  which  he  might  have  given,  and  in  that  respect  has  done  Hearn  a service  which 
other  writers  will  do  well  to  respect. — San  Francisco  Bulletin. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  a masterly  work,  written  by  a man  of  science,  who  is  at  the 
same  time  a litterateur — a combination  not  always  found.  As  time  passed  he  was 
shocked,  as  many  others  have  been,  by  the  revelation  of  Hearn’s  utter  disloyalty  to 
friends  and  those  who  had  been  helpful  to  him. — Editorial,  The  Times-Democrat. 

Dr.  Gould’s  volume,  “Concerning  Lafcadio  Hearn,”  is  the  most  comprehensive 
book  that  has  been  written  about  the  man,  regardless  of  the  quibbling  of  the  critics. 
In  reading  it  one  gets  a better  idea  of  the  strange  character  than  from  any  other 
book  published. — Dayton  Daily  News. 

The  late  Edmund  Clarence  Stedman  felt  that  Dr.  Gould  had  made  an  illuminating 
study  of  the  man  and  his  work,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a much-needed  book  and 
a distinct  contribution  to  literature. — Providence  Sunday  Journal. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  more  critical  than  Miss  Bisland’s  “Life  and  Letters.”  It 
may  or  may  not  be  the  last  work  on  Lafcadio  Hearn,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  rival 
it  and  impossible  to  displace  it.  This  will  readily  be  understood  when  we  say  that 
the  author  not  only  gives  us  a discriminating  and  in  places  eloquent  study,  but  offers 
us,  under  the  title  of  “Appreciations  and  Epitomes,”  concise  summaries  of  Hearn’s 
published  books — nineteen  in  number.  The  book  is,  in  short,  an  indispensable  com- 
panion for  those  who  would  know  the  weird  and  interesting  man  with  whom  it  has 
to  do. — The  Scottish  Review. 

We  have  not  had  enough  stylists  to  afford  to  neglect  the  memory  of  Hearn,  and 
Dr.  Gould  has  done  a welcome  service  in  so  efficiently  covering  the  ground  while 
avoiding  the  miry  and  unwholesome  places. — New  York  Times. 

One  feels  that  it  makes,  or  ought  to  make,  for  righteousness. — Spectator. 

All  will  have  to  agree  that  Dr.  Gould  has  made  a valuable  contribution,  from 
his  own  specialist  point  of  view,  to  the  psychology  of  an  abnormal  and  highly-gifted 
man. — Tunison,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Journal. 

By  what  means  Hearn  might  have  attained  to  a lofty  eminence  in  the  world’s 
literature  is  suggestively  indicated  in  Dr.  Gould’s  thoughtful  and  keenly  analytical 
study  of  the  man,  his  powers,  temperament,  and  limitations.  In  writing  this  book 
Dr.  Gould  has  performed  a worthy  and  valuable  service  to  American  literature. 
Heaven  send  a like  biographer  for  every  aspirant  for  the  plaudits  and  honors  of 
the  populace. — North  American. 

I also  knew  Hearn  in  a way,  yet  with  all  my  opportunities  of  observation  I con- 
fess that  Dr.  Gould’s  book  sets  the  man  before  me  in  a new,  strange  light  and  made 
me  regret  the  fact  that  I had  made  so  little  account  of  the  erratic,  obscene  and  soiled 
little  genius  in  the  days  when  he  haunted  my  studio  in  the  old  World  Building. 
Sketches,  by  McDougall. 


Dr.  Gould  is  an  excellent  writer,  and  his  curious,  unclassifiable  book  is  full  of 
suggestive  material.  The  main  details  of  Hearn’s  life,  so  far  as  known,  are  given 
in  Miss  Bisland’s  book,  but  quite  a new  light  is  thrown  upon  them  in  the  more 
masculine  and  franker  comment  of  Dr.  Gould.  In  a volume  which  is  far  more  val- 
uable than  Miss  Bisland’s,  Dr.  Gould  gives  us  an  honest  estimate  of  his  subject, 
nothing  extenuating,  and  naught  setting  down  in  malice. — Glasgow  Evening  News, 
March  9,  1908. 

Taking  the  book  as  a whole.  Dr.  Gould  has  presented  in  the  character  of  Hearn, 
as  shown  to  him  through  personal  contact  and  lengthy  correspondence,  a most  won- 
derful psychological  study.  It  is  much  more  a study  than  a severe  criticism  of  the 
man.  In  reading  the  book,  one  can  readily  see  why  Dr.  Gould  brought  such  a storm 
about  his  head,  and  even  those  who  regret  its  publication  must  admire  the  courage 
and  frankness  of  the  man  in  not  giving  way  to  popular  clamor  for  its  suppression. — 
Portland,  Oregon,  Journal,  August  30,  1908. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book,  while  candid  to  a degree  that  might  shock  the  literary  Philis- 
tines, is  a manly  performance  and  superior  in  every  sense  to  Elizabeth  Bisland’s  “Life 
and  Letters”  in  so  far  as  we  are  not  only  brought  face  to  face  with  Hearn  himself, 
but  for  an  insight  into  the  workings  of  his  extraordinary  mind  and  an  excellent 
interpretation  of  his  works. — Medical  Journal. 

It  is  in  praise  of  Dr.  Gould  to  say  that  he  gives  the  public  the  information  that 
places  Hearn  aright.  His  book  explains  and  makes  clear  many  things  that  are  left 
untouched  by  “The  Life  and  Letters.”  The  false  friends  of  Hearn  who  have  tried 
to  make  Dr.  Gould  suppress  his  book  have  been  defeated  in  this  purpose,  and  the 
literary  public  will  be  found  in  the  end  to  stand  by  Dr.  Gould. — Minneapolis  Journal. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  as  nearly  clinical  and  pathological  as  the  admirer  of  Hearn’s 
achievements  cares  to  venture.  It  is  a keen,  yet  a kindly,  analysis  offered  us  of  the 
great  underlying  forces  that  shaped  the  life  of  the  unusual  man  and  that  tinged  and 
warped  his  work  in  every  aspect.  The  book  should  be  added  to  the  equipment  of 
every  man  or  woman  who  genuinely  admires  Hearn,  though  it  is  not  likely  to  please 
his  avowed  partisans. — Atlanta  Constitution. 

In  this  book  Dr.  Gould  has  brought  to  bear  upon  the  baffling  personality  of  its 
subject  a quite  unique  equipment  for  the  purpose  of  elucidation.  In  the  first  place 
he  had  a close  personal  acquaintance  with  Hearn ; in  the  next  place  Dr.  Gould 
brings  to  his  task  a native  gift  of  psychological  insight.  The  book  is  intensely  inter- 
esting and  the  chapter  on  “Appreciations  and  Epitomes”  is  of  enormous  value  to 
anyone  desiring  to  study  the  development  of  Hearn’s  wonderful  genius. — Medical 
Record. 

We  may  say  that  Dr.  Gould’s  claims  are  well  founded  and  that  his  book  will 
prove  a most  interesting  study  to  those  who  know  the  work  of  Hearn,  and  have  a 
curiosity  regarding  the  man’s  qualities. — Book  News  Monthly. 

Of  all  men  living  none  is  better  qualified  to  interpret  certain  aspects  of  Hearn’s 
work  and  character  than  Dr.  Gould. — Current  Literature. 

It  is  not  a pleasant  book  for  the  unbalanced  admirers  of  that  writer  (Hearn), 
but  there  must  be  dark  shades  in  a picture  as  well  as  high  lights. — Leader,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

The  chapter  entitled  “Appreciations  and  Epitomes”  is  virtually  an  anthology  of 
Hearn’s  writings,  and  will  stimulate  an  increased  interest  and  a desire  to  read  his 
books  in  their  entirety.  The  book  contains  much  to  be  commended,  as  the  biographer 
has  been  thoroughly  interested  in  his  topic  and  the  biography  is  an  authoritative 
one.  In  a sense  the  book  is  the  literary  sensation  of  the  year,  although  the  author 
evidently  has  no  intention  of  posing  as  a sensationalist. — Springfield,  Mass.,  Union. 

This  book  is  just  what  many  of  us  have  been  awaiting.  It  is  a most  valuable 
and  most  entertaining  book. — Birmingham,  Alabama,  Age-Herald. 


With  pleasure  and  interest  have  we  read  Dr.  Gould’s  “Concerning  Lafcadio 
Hearn,”  but  cannot  see  the  cause  of  all  the  antagonism  against  Dr.  Gould,  for  we 
fail  to  see  any  desire  on  Dr.  Gould’s  part  to  do  Hearn  an  injustice.  Gould’s  st^  is 
virile  and  charming  and  we  almost  regret  that  he  ever  became  a physician.  iT^the 
fields  of  pure  literature  we  believe  the  laurels  would  have  been  even  greater  than  in 
the  fields  of  medicine. — Critic  and  Guide. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  a searching,  critical  judgment  of  Hearn’s  place  in  literature; 
an  explanation  of  his  peculiarities,  an  analysis  of  his  eccentric  character  and  spirit. 
Candidly  yet  not  at  all  brutally  Dr.  Gould  sets  forth  that  Hearn  had  no  creative 
ability  because  he  had  no  view  of  life.  The  book  is  one  of  rare  completeness.^— 
Standard-Union. 

About  the  last  word  that  can  be  said  of  Lafcadio  Hearn  has  been  said  by  Dr. 
George  M.  Gould  in  his  analytical  criticism  concerning  Hearn.  The  book  is  one  of 
deep  interest,  both  because  it  is  the  work  of  a just  and  extremely  sure  critic  and 
because  it  concerns  a man  the  like  of  whom  there  is  not  in  American  literature. — 
Milzvaukee^  Wis.,  Journal.. 

I am  convinced  that  no  unprejudiced  reader,  knowing  anything  of  Hearn’s  career, 
can  read  Dr.  Gould’s  book  without  feeling  that  Hearn  has  been  treated  fairly,  if 
not  magnanimously,  by  the  author. — The  Lounger,  Putnam’s. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  well  written,  and  is  a valuable  addition  to  the  bibliography 
of  a singular  and  gifted  writer. — Standard,  London,  Eng. 

Dr.  Gould  has  been  both  commended  and  criticised.  It  seems  to  us  to  present 
the  character  treated  of  with  unusual  frankness  and  also  with  justice,  frequently  with 
generosity.  The  subject  is  not  worthy  of  a book,  but  we  have  never  seen  a char- 
acter study  that  gave  the  reader  so  full,  impartial  and  satisfactory  an  idea  of  the 
character  as  this  book  does. — Medical  World. 

This  is  rather  a remarkable  biography  in  that  it  appears  to  have  been  written 
absolutely  without  prejudice.  Dr.  Gould  has  done  his  work  well  and  faithfully  and 
we  are  indebted  to  him  for  a bit  of  character  drawing  that  must  be  accepted  as 
among  the  best. — Bohemian  Magazine. 

Dr.  Gould’s  monograph  tells  us  all  that  we  need  to  know  of  Hearn’s  life  and 
character.  More  interesting  even  than  Dr.  Gould’s  estimate  of  Hearn’s  literary  work 
is  his  unvarnished  picture  of  the  man  and  his  moral  character,  impossible,  as  Dr. 
Gould  suggests,  as  it  is  to  judge  such  a nature.  All  readers  of  Dr.  Gould’s  amaz- 
ingly frank  and  arresting  book  will  feel  that  the  study  of  such  a character  is  of  very 
real  interest  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  varying  aspects  of  human  nature. — 
London  Telegraph. 

Certainly  the  author  of  “Japan : An  Interpretation,”  is  made  to  live  in  the  two 
hundred  fascinating  pages  of  Dr.  Gould’s  book.  Here  are  the  results  of  his  im- 
partial study  of  his  friend,  frankly  analyzed  by  one  who  nothing  extenuates  nor  sets 
down  anything  in  malice.  It  is  an  analysis  that  leaves  but  little  hidden  or  unsaid, 
a revelation  made  with  the  non-£Esthetic  sincerity  of  the  dissecting  room. — Sunset 
Magazine. 

Dr.  Gould  throughout  all  of  his  book  seems  all  the  time  to  be  trying  not  to 
blame  his  friend  of  old  years.  He  can  be  by  turns  severe  and  gentle  as  a moralist. 
On  the  whole  the  book  is  one  most  painfully  interesting. — News,  London,  Eng. 

Dr.  Gould,  who  is  himself  a poet  and  a man  of  letters,  has  studied  Hearn  with 
the  dispassionateness  of  a scientific  observer. — Harvard  Graduates’  Magazine. 

Dr.  Gould’s  book  is  an  exhaustive  one.  It  does  not  omit  to  state  exactly  the 
author’s  opinion  of  every  side  of  Hearn’s  character  as  he  knew  him,  and  many 
times  these  tend  to  contradict  the  popular  impression  that  Hearn  was  to  be  excused 
for  the  many  eccentricities  of  his  genius.  But  it  all  rings  true. — Hartford,  Conn., 
Times. 
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